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	IN THE CITIES AND COUNTIES: STATEWIDE MEETING OF UNITED WAY EXECUTIVE OFFICERS CONSIDERS ROLE IN 10-YEAR PLANNING EFFORTS IN NEW JERSEY
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In numerous cities and counties around the country from Nashua, New Hampshire and Jersey City/Hudson County New Jersey, to Dallas and San Diego, the United Way is playing a leading role in working with jurisdictional leaders to convene community stakeholders to develop results oriented 10-year plans. Last week, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness Executive Director Philip Mangano traveled to Trenton, New Jersey to speak to the New Jersey Association of United Way Executive Officers regarding the creation of 10-year plans across the state and encourage support for the reformation of the state interagency council on homelessness. 

The invitation to address the monthly meeting of this statewide organization of United Way presidents and chief executive officers was an outgrowth of Director Mangano’s participation in September at the kickoff for the Jersey City/Hudson County 10-year planning effort, being cochaired by Jersey City/Hudson County UW President and CEO Dan Altilio. Leaders of 17 out of 21 United Way organizations in New Jersey attended the meeting. Also present were other key statewide stakeholders including New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency Director of Special Housing Pam McCrory, Corporation for Supportive Housing New Jersey Director Alison Becca-Ryan, and New Jersey Department of Human Services Family Development Division Director Janet Page-Hawkins. 

In his presentation and follow up question and answer period, Director Mangano noted that across the country, local United Ways have been “invaluable partners in creating local 10 year plans to end homelessness for those who are the most vulnerable and disabled in communities.” Examples include Atlanta, where the United Way convened the planning process at the request of Mayor Shirley Franklin and the result has been an exemplary results oriented regional plan focused on outcomes and accountability, and San Diego, where the United Way cochaired and sustained a 10-year planning process through turbulent political times in that city that culminated with the unanimous approval of a plan by the San Diego City Council last month. 

Director Mangano noted that the spirit of this work together in the National Partnership to End Chronic Homelessness being constellated by the Council "allows all to join in without regard to geography, demography, or affiliation.” He encouraged the UW Executive Officers to partner with their jurisdictional leaders to bring a business approach to the creation of 10 year plans in their communities. “ In the past twenty plus years of responding to homelessness, we have learned many lessons including that without a plan things only get worse. More homeless people, more homeless programs, worse on our streets, in our neighborhoods, in hospitals, in our libraries, for our police." Director Mangano discussed Michigan’s recent unveiling of an unprecedented sixty 10-year plans covering every square mile of the state and the discussion of the role of judicial leadership in jail diversion efforts for the mentally ill at last week’s Supreme Court of Ohio Specialized Dockets Practitioner Network Annual Conference as examples of the expanding National Partnership which is galvanizing every level and branch of government and all sectors of the community to end chronic homelessness. 

Pictured here (l-r) Jersey City/Hudson County United Way President and CEO Daniel Altilio, Director Mangano, and John Emgee, President and CEO, United Way of Atlantic County and President of the State Association of United Ways of New Jersey. Currently, Trenton/Mercer County and Morris County are the two New Jersey communities to have created 10-year plans and planning efforts are underway in Jersey City/Hudson County and Paterson/Passaic County. On October 12, Council Regional Coordinator Sam Miller facilitated a panel presentation by federal agency partners on federal agency resources for housing and services at a Morris County Housing Summit. Morris County will be participating in the 2006 National Project Homeless Connect Week with a Connect event in Morristown on December 8. United Way organizations throughout New Jersey are partnering with the New Jersey Alliance to End Homelessness and the Corporation for Supportive Housing to host a statewide Project Homeless Connect on January 25 in conjunction with the Point in Time count. 

