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	IN THE CITIES AND COUNTIES: HUDSON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY KICKS OFF 10-YEAR PLANNING EFFORT
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JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY. More than 150 elected officials, community and church leaders, business representatives, and citizens including homeless and formerly homeless individuals and families gathered at St. Lucy's Shelter in Jersey City last week to kick off Hudson County's 10-year planning effort to end chronic homelessness. The planning effort, entitled Keys to Ending Homelessness in Hudson County, will be led by co-chairs United Way of Hudson County President Dan Altilio, Hudson County Executive Tom DeGise, Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healy, Goldman Sachs official Chandra Gibson, Newark Archdiocese Bishop Thomas Donato, and Bishop Thomas Robinson of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance. 

United States Interagency Council on Homelessness Executive Director Philip Mangano, invited to speak at the kickoff, welcomed Hudson County into "the National Partnership to end a social wrong that includes 223 other communities around our country committed through their Mayors and County Executives to create 10-Year Plans to end the homelessness of those who are the most vulnerable, most disabled, most likely to live and die on the street, and we are learning, most expensive to the public purse in our communities." 

Funding for the plan's development is being provided by the United Way of Hudson County and through the Hudson County CDBG (community development block grant) program. The community was welcomed to the 10-Year Plan kickoff by Catholic Charities St. Lucy's Shelter Director Brenda Pulaski. Other speakers included the plan Co-Chairs, and several homeless and formerly homeless community members. 

Describing the broad coalition that had been brought together for the kickoff, UW President Altilio said, "we are trying to bring not just government muscle, but also corporate muscle, and non profit muscle together to tackle a serious problem," Hudson County Executive Tom DeGise noted that the "current hodgepodge of shelters" isn't a winning strategy and pledged the county resources "to work with the good people here today" to create a 10-year roadmap to end homelessness. In announcing the kickoff effort, Mayor Healy described the intention to work collectively and acknowledged "we can gain valuable insight into what strategies may work by taking a hard look at the issue of homelessness and the model approaches that have proven successful for other urban areas around the country." 

The plan will be developed with the help of five Task Forces on Permanent Affordable Supportive Housing, Health Care, Family Breakup and Domestic Violence, Discharge Planning, and Mainstream Resources. Community members were invited to participate in the 10-year planning effort by signing up to participate as a Task Force member. 

Pictured above, top, UW President Altilio (left) and Director Mangano with transitional housing resident Barbara Johnson and her daughter Akira. Ms. Johnson was one of the speakers at the kickoff event. Pictured bottom with Director Mangano are plan co- chairs, l-r, Mr. Alitio, Bishop Robinson, Mayor Healy, County Executive DeGise, and Chandra Gibson. 

Director Mangano was joined at the event by Council Regional Coordinators John O'Brien and Sam Miller. Mr. Miller is working specifically with New York and New Jersey counties, state officials and federal agency partners to promote and provide technical assistance to state and local jurisdictional planning efforts to end homelessness. The evening before the kickoff, Director Mangano, Regional Coordinator O'Brien, UW President Altilio, and UW Board Chair, Dr. Howard Parish visited a homeless shelter in Hoboken where they talked with residents about their housing and service needs. 

