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	IN THE CITIES AND COUNTIES: ACTIVITY IN THE NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY REGION PROMOTES NEW PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AND ADVANCES 10-YEAR PLAN EFFORTS
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] ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY. Delivering keynote addresses last week at the 2007 State Conference meeting of United Ways of New Jersey Presidents and CEOs and later the same day to the New Jersey Association of Community Development Directors, United States Interagency Council on Homelessness Executive Director Philip Mangano discussed the opportunities for partnership to advance jurisdictional 10-Year Plan efforts to end homelessness in the nation's most densely populated state. 

Director Mangano's remarks to the United Way leaders noted that United Way has proven to be an "extraordinary partner" to the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness in the quest to abolish homelessness through jurisdictionally led, community based 10-Year Plans. "All over the country - Atlanta, Nashua, Quincy, Dallas, San Diego, San Francisco, Portland, Minneapolis, New York and more - coast to coast United Way is playing a leading role in working with jurisdictional leaders to convene community stakeholders and offering support and resources to assist in the creation and implementation of jurisdictionally based 10-Year Plans." He credited the leadership of the Hudson County, Passaic, and Mercer County United Ways for helping create 10-Year Plan momentum in New Jersey. "Your support with all the strengths you bring is vital in making a community impact on this issue. And what we're seeing across the country is the opportunity for the United Way to be involved in local efforts tied to a National Partnership that results in reductions in homelessness on the streets and in shelters.", said Director Mangano whose address at last week's state convention followed a meeting last fall with 17 of the UW executive leaders hosted by Jersey City/Hudson County United Way President and CEO Dan Altilio. Director Mangano is shown here with United Way of Atlantic County Executive Director and Chairman of United Ways of New Jersey John Emge. 

In remarks at the Association of Community Development Directors, where he was introduced by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Newark Field Office Director Diane Johnson, Director Mangano provided an overview of the National Partnership being constellated to achieve the goal of ending the homelessness of "those who are the most disabled, the most visible, those who live and die on our streets and in encampments, and languish in shelters and are shuffled through primary and behavioral health systems, courts, and jails." Director Mangano described the mindset change and new engagement and housing strategies including permanent supportive housing and its subset, Housing First, that are fueling results for the National Partnership and jurisdictionally-led 10-Year Plan efforts. " After 20 years of funding programs that serve homeless people endlessly, our intent is now to invest in the result of ending their homelessness. These folk are going to require services - recovery, treatment, primary health - no matter where they are,on the streets, or in a room. The question becomes where can those services be most cost effectively, efficiently, and impactfully delivered. On the insecure streets? In unstable shelters? Or in the stability and security of a place to live? Research indicates that the efficacy of the services goes up and the costs go down in housing." 

[image: image7.jpg]


10-Year Plans for Passaic County and Hudson County/Jersey City are expected to be unveiled over the next couple months. On June 28 USICH Region II Coordinator Samuel Miller, who joined Director Mangano at the United Way and Association of Community Development Directors events, will participate with other Region II Interagency Council on Homelessness representatives at a roundtable in Passaic County to discuss the range of federal resources that may be available to support homeless prevention and intervention initiatives being considered for inclusion in the Passaic County 10-Year Plan. Middlesex County, NJ officials are expected to officially announce their commitment to a 10-Year Plan effort next month. This week, Coordinator Miller with Operations Specialist John Zegarelli are meeting with officials in several central and west New York communities and report that officials in Rochester NY, and Oneida County, that includes the cities of Rome and Utica, will kickoff 10-Year Plan efforts by the fall. Pictured here is Coordinator Miller (r) with Erie County, NY County Executive Joel Giambra discussing the community's 10-Year Plan and possible adoption of the Project Homeless Connect innovation. 

